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« Pray silently for the prayer request printed in your

PR AYING worship guide.

e Our Interns

FOR « Our small groups

« The Bible Seminary

« Neighboring church service this morning at St.
OTHERS Petgr's UMCg J

« The Af*ar of Ethiopia
« Conflicts in the Middle East and Eastern Europe

We ask all this for the glory of Your name.

Need Prayer? You're invited to experience God's presence through a variety
of prayer gatherings hosted in the Prayer Center:

« Prophetic Prayer - 2" Sundays, 10:45AM-12:30PM.
« Healing Prayer - 4™ Sundays, 10:45AM-12:30PM.

Lifestyle of Prayer 2.0: Join us Sunday afternoon in June, 3-5PM, as we
hear from ministry leaders about becoming a House of Prayer for all
Nations and how to cultivate a lifestyle of prayer.

Daily Prayer Meeting: Monday-Friday, 11AM-NOON (in person and online at
communityprayercenter.com). Includes focused prayer for the Middle East
every Thursday at 11AM.

Scan the QR code for the full schedule of prayer
opportunities.




QUE PUEDEN APRENDER LOS PROTESTANTES
Y LOS CATOLICOS UNOS DE OTROS

Qué pueden aprender los catdlicos de los Protestantes
Marcos 7:1-13 — 25 de Mayo 2025

QUE PUEDEN APRENDER LOS PROTESTANTES Y LOS CATOLICOS UNOS

DE OTROS
Conversaciones Civiles Sobre Creencias y Tradiciones
Fecha Titulo del Mensaje Texto Biblico
18 Qué pueden aprender los protestantes de los 1 Tesalonicenses
Mayo catélicos 5:16-21
25 Qué pueden aprender los catdlicos de los Marcos 7:1-13
Mayo protestantes
1Junio | ;Qué hay de la Virgen Maria y los santos? Lucas 1-2
8 Junio | ;Qué hay de la Comunién, la Misa y la Eucaristia? 1 Corintios 10-11
15 Junio | ; Qué hay del Purgatorio, el Rosario y la Confesion? | Hebreos 10:1-17
22 Junio | ;Qué hay del Celibato y el Abuso Sexual? [pe-13 1 Corintios 7
sermon]

Resena: Lo que los protestantes pueden aprender de los

catodlicos

1. La profundidad e importancia de la tradicion.

2. Una visidn elevada de los sacramentos: la comunidn, la confesion, la
uncion de los enfermos, el matrimonio, la unidad de propésito.

Lo que los catdlicos pueden aprender de los protestantes

Lo mas importante que los catdlicos pueden aprender de los protestantes
es que

estan por encima de cualquier otra autoridad.

La Ensenanza Catdlica sobre la Autoridad

e Concilio Vaticano | (1870): «Pedro, Principe y Principe de los Apdstoles,
columna de la fe y fundamento de la Iglesia Catdlica, recibié las llaves del
reino de nuestro Sefior Jesucristo, Salvador y Redentor de la humanidad, y
vive, preside y juzga, hasta hoy y siempre, en sus sucesores, los Obispos de
la Santa Sede de Roma, fundada por él y consagrada con su sangre. Por lo
tanto, quien sucede a Pedro en esta Sede, por institucion de Cristo mismo,
obtiene el primado de Pedro sobre toda la Iglesia. El Romano Pontifice posee
el primado sobre todo el mundo, y ese Romano Pontifice es el sucesor del
Beato Pedro, Principe de los Apéstoles, y es verdadero Vicario de Cristo,
Cabeza de toda la Iglesia, Padre y Maestro de todos los cristianos; y que en el
Beato Pedro le fue dado pleno poder para alimentar, regir y gobernar la Iglesia
Universal por Jesucristo nuestro Sefor».

e Concilio Vaticano IlI: “El Sefior hizo solo a Pedro la roca fundacional y el
poseedor de las llaves de la Iglesia (cf. Mt 16,18.19) y lo constituyd pastor de
todo su rebafio (cf. Jn 21,15ss.)”.




Concilio Vaticano II: “El Pontifice Romano goza de esta infalibilidad en virtud
de su oficio cuando, como pastor supremo y maestro de todos los fieles,
proclama con decision absoluta una doctrina relativa a la fe o la moral. Por
ello, sus definiciones se consideran irreformables por su propia naturaleza y
no por el asentimiento de la Iglesia, pues fueron formuladas con la asistencia
del Espiritu Santo que le fue prometido en la persona del mismo
bienaventurado Pedro; y, en consecuencia, no necesitan en absoluto la
aprobacién de otros ni admiten apelacion ante ningun otro tribunal. En tal
caso, el Romano Pontifice no se pronuncia a titulo personal, sino que expone
y defiende la ensefianza de la fe catdlica como maestro supremo de la Iglesia
universal, en quien el carisma de la infalibilidad de la Iglesia se manifiesta de
manera singular”.

Catecismo Catdlico: “Los obispos no gozan de la prerrogativa de la
infalibilidad. Sin embargo, cuando, en el curso de su ensefianza auténtica
sobre la fe o la moral, coinciden en una postura que se considera definitiva,
proclaman infaliblemente la ensefianza de Cristo. Esto sucede cuando,
aunque dispersos por el mundo, observan el vinculo de comunién que los une
entre si y con el sucesor de Pedro. Esto se manifiesta con mayor claridad
cuando, unidos en un concilio ecuménico, son maestros y jueces de lafe y la
moral para la Iglesia universal, y deben adherirse obedientemente a sus
definiciones de fe”

Catecismo Catolico: «La Sagrada Escritura se escribe principalmente en el
corazon de la Iglesia, mas que en documentos y registros, pues la Iglesia lleva
en su Tradiciéon el memorial vivo de la Palabra de Dios».

s De donde sacaron esta idea los catélicos?

Mateo 16:13-18
Juan 21:15-17

Algqunas reflexiones sobre Mateo 16:13-18

1.

2.

La cuestion clave aqui es la de Jesus como Mesias,
Hijo de Dios, no la de Pedro (ni de nadie).

La “roca” sobre la que Cristo edificara su iglesia parece ser la

de una persona hacia Jesus como Mesias e Hijo de
Dios, no hacia Pedro: “Tu eres Petros (masculino, Pedro) y sobre esta petra
(femenino, roca) edificaré mi iglesia”.

Efesios 2:20 afirma que la iglesia esta “edificada sobre el fundamento de los
apostoles y profetas (no de Pedro), siendo la principal piedra del angulo Cristo
Jesus mismo”.

Colosenses 1:17-18 deja claro que esla
cabeza de la iglesia.

El uso de “llaves” en Mateo 16:19 parece referirse a la capacidad de permitir
que las personas entren al cielo al compartirles el mensaje del evangelio.

Si hay alguna duda sobre si Jesus estaba hablando sdlo a Pedro en Mateo
16:19, no hay absolutamente ninguna duda de que estaba hablando a todos
los discipulos (y a ti y a mi) en Mateo 18:18.

Si Pedro era el lider supremo, ¢ por qué los discipulos seguian debatiendo
entre ellos quién seria considerado el mayor en Lucas 22:24-307 ;Y por qué
Jesus no los corrigio sefialando a Pedro como su lider supremo?

En ninguna parte de las Escrituras se llama a Pedro “




10.

1.

12.

13.

Pablo afirmé en 2 Corintios 12:11 que no era inferior a ninguno de los demas
apostoles.

1 Corintios 12:28 no menciona al papa en la estructura de autoridad, sino que
dice: “primeramente apdstoles, luego profetas, lo tercero maestros...”.
Hechos 8:14 dice que los apdstoles “enviaron a Pedro y a Juan” a los
samaritanos. Pedro habria sido el que los envié si hubiera sido el lider

supremo.
Pedro no desempefia un papel supremo en el Concilio de Jerusalén de
Hechos 15. De hecho, parece tener el papel principal

(Hechos 15:13-35).
Galatas 2:11-14 deja claro que Pedro no era infalible, ya que Pablo lo
reprendid por su hipocresia con los cristianos gentiles.

14. Ejemplo de falibilidad del Papa: Como manejé el Papa

Algunas reflexiones sobre Juan 21:15-17

1.

Este pasaje parece ser principalmente un relato de la restauracion de Pedro
por parte de JesuUs tras sus tres negaciones. Asi pues, Jesus repite tres veces
la pregunta "; Me amas?" y el mandato "Apacienta mis ovejas".

2. Otros pasajes biblicos dan el mismo mandato de pastorear las ovejas a otras
personas ademas de Pedro (Hechos 20:28; 1 Pedro 5:1-4).
El punto principal: es la Palabra

de Dios como la autoridad suprema e infalible para la
Iglesia y el creyente.

2 Pedro 1:20-21 — Ante todo, deben entender que ninguna profecia de la
Escritura surgi6 de la interpretacion personal del profeta. Porque la profecia
nunca fue traida por voluntad humana, sino que los santos hombres de Dios
hablaron siendo inspirados por el Espiritu Santo.

2 Timoteo 3:15-17 — Desde la infancia has sabido las Sagradas Escrituras,
las cuales te pueden hacer sabio para la salvacién por la fe en Cristo Jesus.
Toda la Escritura es inspirada por Dios y util para ensefiar, para reprender,
para corregir y para instruir en la justicia, a fin de que el hombre de Dios esté
enteramente capacitado para toda buena obra.

Juan 17:17 — Santificalos en la verdad; tu Palabra es verdad.

Juan 10:35 — La Escritura no puede ser quebrantada.

Hechos 17:11 — Ahora bien, los bereanos eran de caracter mas noble que los
tesalonicenses, pues recibieron el mensaje con gran entusiasmo y
examinaban las Escrituras a diario para comprobar si lo que Pablo decia era
cierto.

Colosenses 2:8 — Cuidense de que nadie los engafie mediante filosofias
huecas y engafiosas, basadas en la tradicion humana y en los principios
basicos de este mundo, y no en Cristo.

Otras Escrituras: 1 Corintios 2:13; 1 Tesalonicenses 2:13; Galatas 2:11-12;
Mateo 5:18; Mateo 22:23-32

Marcos 7:1-13

Martin Lutero: “Estoy obligado por las Escrituras que he citado y mi conciencia
esta cautiva de la Palabra de Dios. No puedo ni me retractaré de nada, ya que
no es ni seguro ni correcto ir en contra de mi conciencia. No puedo hacer otra
cosa. Aqui estoy. Que Dios me ayude. Amén”.



Aplicacion: ; Qué consideras la autoridad para tu vida?

1.

¢ Qué consideras la autoridad para tomar decisiones? 0 Decision

de poner a Dios primero, a la familia en segundo lugar y al trabajo

en tercer lugar (Mateo 6:33; Efesios 5:25-33)

Q Decisidn de perdonar a la persona que me lastimé (Efesios 4:25-32;
Romanos 12:17-21; Mateo 5:21-26,38-48)

O Decisién de ministrar a los pobres y a los mas necesitados (Mateo 25:31-
46)

O Decision de compartir mi fe (Hechos 1:8)

Q Decision de reservar mi sexualidad para el matrimonio y no vivir juntos
fuera del matrimonio (Exodo 20:14; 1 Corintios 6:18; 7:2; 10:8; 1
Tesalonicenses 4:3)

O Decision de permanecer casado (Mateo 5:31-32; 19:1-12; Romanos 7:2-
3; 1 Corintios 7:12-16)

0O Decisién de no abortar (Exodo 20:13; Salmo 139:13-18; Jeremias 1:5)

O Decisién de hablar y tratar a otras personas con amabilidad, animo y
amor (Efesios 4:29; Santiago 1:19-21; 3:1-12; Mateo 18:15-17; Proverbios
12:18; 15:1,23,30; 16:28; 18:8; 26:20)

Q Decisidn de disciplinar a mis hijos (Efesios 6:4; Proverbios 3:11-12; 19:18;
22:6; 23:13-14; 29:15,17)

O Decision sobre como administrar mi dinero: dar, ahorrar, presupuestar (1
Corintios 16:2; 2 Corintios 9:6-11; Mateo 6:19-21; Proverbios 3:9-10; 6:1-
11; 11:15; 13:11; 14:21,31; 15:16-17; 16:8,16; 17:1; 21:20; 22:9; 23:4-5;
28:6,8,11,22,27; Malaquias 3:7-10)

O Decisién de no ver pornografia (Mateo 5:27-30)

Q ¢Me he estado convirtiendo en el "Papa"?

2. ;Qué buscas cuando las cosas se ponen dificiles?

Alcohol o sustancias

Chocolate o comida

Peliculas, redes sociales o escapadas

Trabajo o aficiones

Una persona

Dios y su Palabra (Proverbios 3:5-6; Mateo 6:33)

OCooo00o

La implicacion mas importante de esto: COmo eres salvo

y vas al cielo

El plan de salvacién “el don de Jesus mas
El plan de salvacion “el don de Jesus mas
(Romanos 3:28; 4:4-5; Galatas 2:16; 3:11; Efesios 2:8-9; Tito 3:5)

Tito 3:5 — El nos salvo, no por obras de justicia que hubiéramos hecho, sino
por su misericordia. Nos salvo mediante el lavamiento de la regeneracion y la
renovacion por el Espiritu Santo.

Efesios 2:8-9 — Porque por gracia sois salvos por medio de la fe; y esto no de
vosotros, pues es don de Dios; no por obras, para que nadie se glorie.

Ora: “Jesus, me arrepiento de mi pecado y te recibo como mi Salvador y
Seiior”.




What Protestants and Catholics Can Learn

from Each Other

“What Catholics Can Learn from Protestants”

Mark 7:1-13 — May 25, 2025

WHAT PROTESTANTS AND CATHOLICS CAN LEARN FROM EACH OTHER
Civil Conversations About Beliefs and Traditions

Date Message Title Bible Text
May 18 What Protestants Can Learn from Catholics 1 Thess 5:16-21
May 25 What Catholics Can Learn from Protestants Mark 7:1-13
June 1 What About Mother Mary and the Saints? Luke 1-2
June 8 What About Communion, Mass, and the Eucharist? 1 Corinthians 10-11
June 15 What About Purgatory, the Rosary, and Confession? Hebrews 10:1-17
June 22 What About Celibacy and Sexual Abuse? [PG-13 sermon] 1 Corinthians 7

Review: What Protestants Can Learn From Catholics

1. The depth and importance of tradition.
2. A high view of the sacraments — Communion, confession, anointing the
sick, marriage, singlemindedness.

What Catholics Can Learn From Protestants

The #1 and most important thing Catholics can learn from Protestants
is the

above all other authorities.

The Catholic Teaching on Authority

e First Vatican Council (1870): “Peter, the Prince and Chief of the Apostles,
the pillar of faith and foundation of the Catholic Church, received the keys of
the kingdom from our Lord Jesus Christ, the Savior and Redeemer of
mankind, and lives, presides, and judges, to this day and always, in his
successors the Bishops of the Holy See of Rome which was founded by him
and consecrated by his blood. Whence, whoever succeeds to Peter in this
See, does by the institution of Christ himself obtain the primacy of Peter over
the whole Church. The Roman Pontiff possesses the primacy over the whole
world, and that Roman Pontiff is the successor of Blessed Peter, Prince of
the Apostles, and is true Vicar of Christ, and Head of the whole Church, and
Father and Teacher of all Christians; and that full power was given to him in
Blessed Peter to feed, rule, and govern the Universal Church by Jesus Christ
our Lord.”

e Second Vatican Council (1962-1965): “The Lord made Peter alone the
rock-foundation and the holder of the keys of the Church (cf. Matt. 16:18,19)
and constituted him shepherd of his whole flock (cf. John 21:15ff.).”

e Second Vatican Council: “The Roman Pontif enjoys this infallibility in virtue
of his office, when, as supreme pastor and teacher of all the faithful, he




proclaims in an absolute decision a doctrine pertaining to faith or morals. For
that reason his definitions are said to be irreformable by their very nature and
not by reason of the assent of the Church, in as much as they were made
with the assistance of the Holy Spirit promised to him in the person of the
blessed Peter himself; and as a consequence they are in no way in need of
the approval of others, and do not admit of appeal to any other tribunal. For
in such a case the Roman Pontiff does not utter a pronouncement as a
private person, but rather does he expound and defend the teaching of the
Catholic faith as the supreme teacher of the universal Church, in whom the
Church’s charism of infallibility is present in a singular way.”

Catholic Catechism: “Individual bishops do not enjoy the prerogative of
infallibility. Nevertheless, when, in the course of their authentic teaching on
faith or morals, they agree on one position to be held as definitive, they are
proclaiming infallibly the teaching of Christ. This happens when, though
scattered throughout the world, they observe the bond of fellowship tying
them to each other and to Peter’s successor. This occurs more obviously
when, united in an ecumenical council, they are the teachers and judges of
faith and morals for the universal Church, and an obedient adherence must
be given to their definitions of faith.”

Catholic Catechism: “Sacred Scripture is written principally in the Church’s
heart rather than in documents and records, for the Church carries in her
Tradition the living memorial of God’s Word.”

Where Catholics Got This Idea

Matthew 16:13-18
John 21:15-17

Some Thoughts on Matthew 16:13-18

1.

2.

The key issue here is Jesus’ as Messiah, Son of
God, not Peter’s (or anyone’s)
The “rock” upon which Christ will build His church appears to be a
person’s of Jesus as Messiah and Son of
God, not Peter: “You are Petros (masculine, Peter) and upon this petra
(feminine, rock) | will build My church.”

Ephesians 2:20 affirms that the church is “built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets (not Peter) with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief
cornerstone.”

Colossians 1:17-18 makes it clear that is
the head of the church.

The use of “keys” in Matt. 16:19 appears to be talking about the ability to
let people into heaven by sharing the gospel message with them.

If there is any doubt whether Jesus was talking to just Peter in Matthew
16:19, there is absolutely no doubt that He was talking to all of the
disciples (and to you and me) in Matthew 18:18.

If Peter was supreme, why did the disciples continue to debate among
themselves who would be considered the greatest in Luke 22:24-30? And
why didn’t Jesus correct them by pointing to Peter as their supreme leader?
No where in Scripture is Peter called “ ?




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Paul affirmed in 2 Corinthians 12:11 that he was not inferior to any of the
other apostles.

1 Corinthians 12:28 does not list pope in the authority structure, rather it
says, “first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers....”

Acts 8:14 says that the apostles “sent Peter and John” to the
Samaritans. Peter would have done the sending if he were supreme.
Peter plays no supreme role in the Jerusalem Council of Acts 15.
Actually, appears to have the lead role (Acts 15:13-35).
Galatians 2:11-14 makes it clear that Peter was not infallible in that Paul
rebuked Peter for his hypocrisy with Gentile Christians.

Example of fallibility of the Pope: How the Pope handled

Some Thoughts on John 21:15-17

1.

This passage seems to be primarily an account of Jesus restoring Peter
after Peter’s three denials. So, Jesus does the “Do you love Me?”
question and the “Feed My sheep” command 3 times.

2. Other Bible passages give the same command to shepherd the sheep to
other people besides Peter (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-4).
The Main Point: is God’s Word as

the supreme and infallible authority for the Church and the
individual believer.

2 Peter 1:20-21 — Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of
Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy
never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they
were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

2 Timothy 3:15-17 — From infancy you have known the holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.

John 17:17 — Sanctify them by the truth; Your Word is truth.

John 10:35 — Scripture cannot be broken.

Acts 17:11 — Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the
Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and
examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.
Colossians 2:8 — See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow
and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the
basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.

Other Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 2:13; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Galatians
2:11-12; Matthew 5:18; Matthew 22:23-32

Mark 7:1-13

Martin Luther: “I am bound to the Scriptures | have quoted and my
conscience is captive to the Word of God. | cannot and will not retract
anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience. |
cannot do otherwise. Here | stand. God help me. Amen.”



Application: What Are You Looking to as the Authority for
Your Life?
1. What do you look to as authority in order to make decisions?

a Decision to put God first, family second, and work third (Matthew
6:33; Ephesians 5:25-33)

a Decision to forgive the person who hurt me (Ephesians 4:25-32;
Romans 12:17-21; Matthew 5:21-26,38-48)

a Decision to minister to the poor and the least (Matthew 25:31-46)

O Decision to share my faith (Acts 1:8)

a Decision to save my sexuality for marriage and to not live together
outside wedlock (Exodus 20:14; 1 Corinth 6:18; 7:2; 10:8; 1 Thess 4:3)

O Decision to stay married (Matt 5:31-32; 19:1-12; Rom 7:2-3; 1 Corinth 7:12-16)

a Decision to not get an abortion (Exodus 20:13; Psalm 139:13-18;
Jeremiah 1:5)

a Decision to speak and treat other people with kindness,
encouragement, and love (Ephesians 4:29; James 1:19-21; 3:1-12;
Matthew 18:15-17; Proverbs 12:18; 15:1,23,30; 16:28; 18:8; 26:20)

a Decision to discipline my children (Ephesians 6:4; Proverbs 3:11-12;
19:18; 22:6; 23:13-14; 29:15,17)

O Decision how to handle my money: give, save, budget (1 Corinth 16:2;
2 Corinth 9:6-11; Matt 6:19-21; Prov 3:9-10; 6:1-11; 11:15; 13:11; 14:21,31;
15:16-17; 16:8,16; 17:1; 21:20; 22:9; 23:4-5; 28:6,8,11,22,27; Malachi 3:7-10)

O Decision to not look at pornography (Matthew 5:27-30)

Q Have | been making myself “the Pope”?

2. What do you look to when things get hard?

Alcohol or substances

Chocolate or food

Movies, social media, or escapes

Work or hobbies

A person

God and His Word (Proverbs 3:5-6; Matthew 6:33)

[N iy Sy iy

The Most Important Implication of This: How You Are

Saved and Go to Heaven

e The “Jesus’ gift plus ” plan of salvation

e The “Jesus’ gift plus ” plan of salvation
(Romans 3:28; 4:4-5; Galatians 2:16; 3:11; Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5)

e Titus 3:5 — He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done,
but because of His mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth
and renewal by the Holy Spirit.

e Ephesians 2:8-9 — For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith
— and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by works, so that
no one can boast.

e Pray: “Jesus, | repent of my sin and receive You as my Savior and Lord.”




NO SERVICES ON
SUNDAY, JUNE 8

Please join one of our Cinco Ranch Campus
services at 9:00 or 11:00AM

NO HABRA SERVICIO EL
DOMINGO 8 DE JUNIO

Lo invitamos a asistir a uno de los servicios del
Campus en Cinco Ranch a las 9:00 6 11:00AM

Join us for a

_ = from 6:30PM at
...~ our new location

- "N 25133 Lakecrest Manor Dr,
“2 0 Katy, TX 77493

Come and go as your schedule allows




T R SUMMER
= OPPORTUNITIES

. . Groups & Classes
Gather with the Girls - More info and registration at
Bible Study WhatlsGrace.org/SpiritualFormation

Tuesdays, June 17-July 15
6:30-8:30PM

Men'’s Bible Study
Tuesdays, June 17-July 15
7-8:30PM

Thank You
Grace Fellowship!

Thank you so much for submitting your "25-"26 Estimate I_ive
of Giving! This helps us steward well to continue our

mission and ministries in West Houston and beyond!. GRACE FELLOWSHIP’S ANNUAL
We are incredibly grateful for your faithfulness! OPERATING GIVING CAMPAIGN

If you haven't yet, please take a moment to prayerfully consider
what God is calling you to give and submit your estimate by
using a printed card or online.

Church Offices will be closed on ¢ f
Monday, May 26 in observance
of Memorial Day.

Y Thank You for Your Service %




